Basic Roof Housekeeping Standards Meeting
Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

Let’s talk about something that might seem kind of basic, but is super important:
roof housekeeping. We spend a lot of time up on roofs, and while we focus on the big
stuff like not falling off, it’'s the little things, like keeping everything clean and
organized, that can really make a difference. Think about it — a messy roof can hide
all sorts of dangers and make it way harder to move around safely. So, keeping things
tidy isn’'t just about looking good; it's about staying safe and getting the job done
efficiently.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

A cluttered roof can cause a lot of problems. First off, you’'ve got tripping hazards
everywhere. Loose shingles, nails scattered around, tools left lying about, scraps of
material, even packaging — all of that can cause you to trip, especially if you’'re
carrying something. A trip on a roof can lead to a serious fall. Then there are
puncture hazards. Exposed nails, screws, and other sharp bits of debris can easily
puncture your boots or your hands, which can lead to nasty injuries and even
infections. And let’'s not forget about fire hazards. Piles of wood scraps, packaging,
or dry leaves can easily catch fire, especially in hot weather or if someone’s using
a torch. A messy roof can also block walkways and exits, which is a huge problem if
there’s an emergency. And finally, all that clutter can hide other dangers, like
skylights you might not see or weak spots in the roof itself.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

It might seem like a small thing, but keeping a roof tidy has a huge impact on
safety. These simple actions can prevent trips, falls, and other accidents. Let’s
look at some key housekeeping practices we should all follow:

Regular Cleanup:

The key is to clean up as you go. Don’t let trash pile up throughout the day. Set up
designated spots for trash, like dumpsters or debris chutes, so stuff doesn’t get
scattered all over the place. Using the right containers is important too — nail kegs
for nails, trash bags for other debris, that sort of thing. This includes sweeping up
loose nails and debris regularly, especially after completing a section of work. It
also means properly disposing of waste materials at the end of each day — not leaving
them for the next shift.
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Proper Material Storage:

Where you put your materials matters a lot. Keep everything in designated areas, away
from where people are walking or working. Stack materials neatly so they don’'t shift
or fall over. Use pallets for bundles of shingles and toolboxes for tools. And
absolutely never put materials near the edge of the roof or near any openings like
skylights or hatches. This includes storing materials on stable surfaces and using
appropriate securing methods to prevent them from sliding or tipping over.

Tool Management:

Keep your tools organized. Use tool belts, pouches, or toolboxes so you always know
where everything is and you’re not leaving tools lying around. Having a system for
tracking tools is a good idea too, so nothing gets lost and everything gets put back
where it belongs at the end of the day. This also means inspecting tools before each
use to ensure they are in good working condition and not contributing to the clutter.
Damaged tools should be removed from service immediately.

Securing Loose Items:

Anything that could blow away or cause someone to trip needs to be secured. Things
like tarps, hoses, and extension cords need to be tied down or clipped in place. This
includes securing materials during breaks or at the end of the workday to prevent
them from being blown off the roof by wind. It also means using appropriate methods
for securing items, such as ropes, bungee cords, or tie-downs, and ensuring they are
properly fastened.

Clear Walkways and Access Points:

Make sure you can always move around the roof safely. Keep walkways and access points
clear of any obstructions. Ladders, hatches, and other exits need to be easy to get
to at all times. This includes maintaining clear paths to emergency exits and
ensuring that fire extinguishers and other safety equipment are readily accessible.
It also means keeping walkways free of snow and ice during winter months.

End-of-Day Cleanup:

Before leaving the roof at the end of the workday, conduct a final cleanup to ensure
a clean and safe start for the next shift. This includes removing all debris, tools,
and unused materials, securing any loose items, and ensuring walkways and access
points remain clear.

FINAL WORD

Keeping a roof clean and organized is a simple but really effective way to stay safe.
A tidy roof is a safe roof. If we all do our part, we can make our worksite a lot
safer and more productive.



