Common Areas and Shared Spaces — School
Safety Meeting Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

Think about all the bustling common areas and shared spaces in our school: hallways
packed between classes, the busy cafeteria during lunch, the library filled with
students studying, the gym during PE, even the staff lounge. These are the places
where everyone interacts, moves around, and spends a significant amount of their day.

Now, when we don’t pay attention to safety in these shared spaces, we’'re talking
about a whole lot of potential risks. We’re looking at crowded hallways becoming trip
hazards, spills in the cafeteria leading to slips, disorganized equipment in the gym
causing injuries, and even blocked exits in case of an emergency. Because so many
people use these areas, even small safety oversights can impact a large number of
individuals.

WHAT’S THE DANGER

Let’s really focus on the potential pitfalls lurking within our school’s common areas
and shared spaces. These aren’t just places we pass through, they’re hubs of activity
where hazards can easily arise if we’re not mindful.

The Unexpected Slip or Stumble

Think about it: a dropped water bottle in a crowded hallway, a bit of spilled milk in
the cafeteria, or even just the slickness of a freshly mopped floor. These seemingly
minor things can instantly turn into a treacherous surface. Now picture a student
rushing to class, not paying attention — a sudden slip can lead to a nasty fall,
maybe a sprained ankle, or worse, disrupting their learning and causing real pain.

The Human Obstacle Course

Ever tried navigating a hallway packed with students during class change? Backpacks
swinging, people stopping suddenly — it’s like an obstacle course! But these aren’t
just minor inconveniences. A sudden stop you don’t see, a bag sticking out — these
can easily trip someone up. And it’'s not just the students; equipment left out in the
gym or even boxes temporarily placed in a hallway can create unexpected barriers,
leading to falls and injuries.

The Invisible Germ Spreaders

Consider the cafeteria during lunchtime — lots of hands touching tables, sharing
spaces. Or the restrooms, used by so many throughout the day. If these areas aren’t
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cleaned and sanitized regularly, they can become prime spots for germs to spread.
Think about how quickly a stomach bug can go through a school, often starting in
these heavily used shared spaces.

The Unseen Security Risks

Large common areas, like the cafeteria or an open atrium, can sometimes be harder to
keep an eye on all the time. This can, unfortunately, create opportunities for things
like bullying to happen without immediate intervention. Also, if access to these
areas isn’'t well-managed, there’s potential for unauthorized people to enter the
school, raising security concerns for everyone.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Let’s look at those specific dangers in our common areas and shared spaces and talk
about what we can each do to protect ourselves.

Staying Steady: Preventing Slips and Falls

As staff, we often move quickly through hallways and shared spaces. To protect
ourselves and set a good example, we need to remain aware of floor conditions. Be
mindful of spills — if you see one, take immediate action to clean it up if it'’s
within your capacity and you have the necessary supplies and training. If not,
clearly mark the area with a warning sign and report it promptly to custodial staff.
When walking on potentially wet or recently cleaned floors, exercise caution and wear
appropriate footwear. Be particularly careful on stairs and in areas prone to
becoming slippery.

Navigating Efficiently: Avoiding Trips in Busy Areas

During busy periods like class changes or events, hallways can become congested. To
ensure your safety and the safety of students, move with awareness of the crowd.
Avoid carrying items that obstruct your vision or make you unsteady. If you need to
stop, move to the side to avoid blocking the flow of traffic. Be mindful of your
surroundings and anticipate student movements. If you observe tripping hazards like
misplaced bags or equipment, take steps to address them if it’s safe to do so, or
report them to the appropriate personnel.

Maintaining a Healthy Environment: Promoting Hygiene

As school staff, you play a crucial role in promoting hygiene in shared spaces.
Adhere to established cleaning schedules and protocols for your assigned areas.
Encourage students to practice good hand hygiene by ensuring handwashing facilities
are well-stocked and accessible. Model good handwashing practices yourself,
especially after using shared equipment or being in high-traffic areas. If you
observe unsanitary conditions, report them to the custodial team promptly.

Ensuring a Safe and Secure Environment: Maintaining Vigilance

OQur presence in common areas contributes to overall school safety and security.
Remain observant of student behavior and any unusual activity. If you witness
bullying, altercations, or see individuals who don’'t seem to belong, intervene if it
is safe to do so, or report your observations immediately to school administration or
security personnel. Be familiar with school safety protocols and emergency procedures
for common areas. If you notice any potential security vulnerabilities, such as
unlocked doors or unsupervised access points, report them promptly.

FINAL WORD

When moving through common areas, make it a habit to observe and address any
potential safety concerns. Whether it’s a spill, an obstruction, or unusual activity,



your prompt attention helps maintain a safe and orderly environment for students and
staff alike.




