Gatech How to Prevent Trenching Accidents

Easy to use handout and diagram on techniques and tips to prevent trenching
accidents.
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How to Prevent Trenching Accidents

Georgla Tech's Safely and Heaith Consultation Program is a free and confidential service funded by the
LS Department of Labor and available fo small businesses i the stare of Georgia.

Ini erenchies deeper than four feer, locare means of exir, such as
ladders or sseps, so they are no maore than 25 feer of cravel
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2 creare hazards. Yoo may need o shope your
For wrenches more than five feer deep, slope trench less szeeply. inspect your shoring mase
the sides no more than 1.5 mw | unless you ofoens. omd boveer the soil dosihctson® from
classify* the soil as Type A, B, ar C. Ocher ']'vpc.Am BarC.or Type Bo C.
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Store all materials ar lease rwa

feer fram che edge of the mench.|

Keep heavy loads of all
kinds as far from a trench
Keep excavared maseriaks ar as passible.
beasz rwo feex back From dhe

edge of the trench.

[Don't allow wazer 1o accumulate in a
rrench. Warer reduces soil s:al'nhr!.'. and its
presence may cause you oo lower the soil
clasificarion from Type A o Bor C, ar
Type B C.

Always check with urility companies or the "one-call
system” before digging. Locare all underground
uriliries near che :rnn.d'l.ing OpEratinmn. ."iupp-nrl any
urilities adjscens to or crossing the rench. Overhead
power lines are also 2 potential hazard.
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Jrersen ™ wring arceprable visual and muannal reses ach @

thar woted in Appendic A, parragraph ().

A comperent person™ must inspect the mrench, adpcens areas,
and any progecrive systems for passible cave-ins, failure of
proteczive systems, hazardous armaspheres, or sther harardoos
conditions. Inspections mus: be pcrl'nrmcd daily: hefore work
begins, chroughour the shift, and afrer every minsorm or other

hmrd.-im:muing OCCUITENCE.

**A comperent pervsan &z one wio i crpeble of identifping
rxim'nx ard P redicratle harards fn ohe sorronmdin 1gT, oF
working consitions s are i fsary, fxzardeus, or
dlaregerons, ama wha fus the authority io toke prompi

corrective meanures o elinvinate shem.
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