National Day of Mourning — A Day to
Remember

April 28, the National Day of Mourning, is a day to remember and honour those who
have died or been injured on the job.

Years ago, I got a call that nobody wants to get. A close friend’s father had fallen
off the roof during an inspection — his injuries were too severe — he didn’t survive
the fall. I wish I could say this is rare — but it’s not.

I have no idea what your schedule looks like for the 28th this year, but I strongly
urge you to ensure it allows for some reflection. Take a moment to pause and think
about why you do what you do. I promise, you won’'t be alone. That’s because April 28,
2025, is the National Day of Mourning in which countries around the world commemorate
the workers who died on the job.

Sadly, there were 5,283 fatal work injuries recorded in the United States in 2023.
According to the Association of Workers’ Compensation Boards of Canada (AWCBC), in
2023, there were 1,057 workplace fatalities recorded in Canada. Among these deaths
were 29 young workers aged 15-24. It goes without saying that this number is too
high. You've heard it all — accidents are preventable, safety isn’t just a slogan
etc. But do you really take it to heart? Have you ever had to make that call? To
someone’s wife, husband, mother, father, child?

Whatever your plans may be, take that moment to reflect on why this day is important
and how you plan to ensure your workers, colleagues, friends are going to get home in
one piece.

Here are some events you can attend virtually.

UsS

To mark the observance of Workers Memorial Day, Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh will
join OSHA and others for an online national ceremony on April 28 at 1 p.m. ET. Visit
OSHA’s website to watch the event.

Canada


https://ilt.safetynow.com/national-day-of-mourning-a-day-to-remember/
https://ilt.safetynow.com/national-day-of-mourning-a-day-to-remember/
https://www.osha.gov/workers-memorial?utm_source=OSHA&utm_medium=Safety%20Reminder&utm_campaign=Workers%20Memorial%20Day
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjYuNTcwMDY0MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5vc2hhLmdvdi93b3JrZXJzLW1lbW9yaWFsL3dvcmtlcnMtbWVtb3JpYWwtZGF5LWV2ZW50cyJ9.yAW_gYIySv195I-iaEcTUxNYcCBIMy5UU9ocf74QceE/s/961376854/br/130370116200-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjYuNTcwMDY0MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5vc2hhLmdvdi93b3JrZXJzLW1lbW9yaWFsL3dvcmtlcnMtbWVtb3JpYWwtZGF5LWV2ZW50cyJ9.yAW_gYIySv195I-iaEcTUxNYcCBIMy5UU9ocf74QceE/s/961376854/br/130370116200-l

You can read about the International Day of Mourning here and the Worker’s Memorial
Day here.
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https://ilt.safetynow.com/the-international-day-of-mourning/
https://ilt.safetynow.com/workers-memorial-day-us/
https://www.ccohs.ca/events/mourning/
https://www.wcb.ab.ca/about-wcb/community-partnerships/day-of-mourning/
https://dayofmourning.bc.ca/
https://www.safemanitoba.com/News/Pages/Day-of-Mourning.aspx
https://www.worksafenb.ca/about-us/news-and-events/news/2022/day-of-mourning-2022/
https://workplacenl.ca/article/workplacenl-observes-national-day-of-mourning-5/#:~:text=Each%20year%2C%20WorkplaceNL%20observes%20the,100%20countries%20around%20the%20world.
https://www.wscc.nt.ca/occupational-health-safety/events/day-mourning
https://www.dayofmourning.ns.ca/about.htm
https://wsibdayofmourning.ca/
https://www.wcb.pe.ca/Information/NewsItem/630
https://www.worksafesask.ca/resources/national-day-of-mourning/#:~:text=Each%20year%2C%20Canada%20recognizes%20the,and%20safety%20in%20the%20workplace.
https://www.yeu.ca/day_of_mourning_2022

