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One way the employer can protect workers against exposure to bloodborne pathogens,
such as hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis C virus (HCV), and human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), the virus that causes AIDS, is by providing and ensuring they use
personal protective equipment, or PPE. Wearing appropriate PPE can significantly
reduce risk, since it acts as a barrier against exposure. Employers are required to

provide, clean, repair, and replace this equipment as needed, and at no cost to
workers.
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