
Pregnant Workers & Return-to-Work: Unique
Hazards and Protections Picture This

This image shows a laboratory environment where three workers in lab coats are
conducting routine procedures at their workstations. One female worker, visibly
pregnant, is pipetting samples near an open container of solvent without a fume hood
in use. A second worker nearby is handling chemical reagents with bare hands, no
gloves in sight. A safety data sheet binder sits on a shelf across the room,
unopened. A chemical inventory list is posted on the wall — a long list of substance
names with no reproductive hazard indicators highlighted or flagged. None of the
workers have been told which of the 180-plus chemicals in their daily environment are
classified as mutagens, teratogens, or embryotoxins.

Nothing in this image looks unusual for a busy laboratory — open containers, routine
handling, familiar procedures. But routine does not mean safe, and familiarity does
not mean protected. Standard occupational exposure limits were not designed with
pregnancy in mind, and many chemicals that fall within acceptable limits for a non-
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pregnant worker can cross the placental barrier and cause irreversible harm to a
developing fetus. A pregnant worker in a chemical environment has the right to know
which substances she is being exposed to, what reproductive risks they carry, and
what accommodations or alternative assignments are available to her. That information
must be communicated before harm occurs — not after five pregnancies have been lost
in the same department.


