Safe Courier Driving for Landscapers:
Delivering Materials Without Incident
Meeting Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

Driving to deliver landscaping materials might seem routine, but it comes with real

risks that can impact your safety and your job. Every time you get behind the wheel,
you're responsible not just for yourself but for others on the road. Unsafe driving,
distracted moments, or poorly secured loads can lead to accidents causing injuries,

vehicle damage, and costly delays. For landscapers, a crash or load spill means lost
time, unhappy customers, and potential fines.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Driving to deliver landscaping materials comes with real risks that can lead to
serious accidents, injuries, and costly delays. Distractions, unsecured loads,
rushing, bad weather, and vehicle problems all increase the chance of crashes.
Knowing these dangers helps you stay alert and safe on every trip.

Distracted Driving — Distraction is a leading cause of crashes on U.S. and Canadian
roads. Common distractions include:

e Using a phone or texting

Adjusting GPS or radio controls

Eating or drinking while driving

Talking to passengers or looking away from the road

Poorly Secured Loads — Landscaping materials can be heavy and bulky, making proper
securing critical. Risks include:

e Load shifting during turns or sudden stops, which can cause loss of vehicle
control

e Materials falling onto the roadway, creating hazards for other drivers

e Damage to the materials themselves, leading to costly replacements

Fatigue and Rushing — Long days, tight schedules, and pressure to finish can cause:

e Driver fatique, reducing alertness and reaction time
e Speeding or risky maneuvers to save time
e Increased likelihood of mistakes and accidents

Weather and Road Conditions
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Adverse weather such as rain, snow, ice, and wind increases stopping distances and
decreases traction. Driving a vehicle loaded with landscaping materials requires
extra caution on slick or uneven surfaces to avoid skidding or tipping.

Vehicle Maintenance Issues — Ignoring regular maintenance can lead to mechanical
failures that cause crashes or breakdowns.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Staying safe while delivering landscaping materials starts with preparation,
awareness, and careful driving. Taking the right precautions protects you, your load,
and everyone else on the road.

Secure Your Load Properly

One of the biggest risks in courier driving is materials shifting or falling off the
truck. To prevent this:

Always use strong straps, ropes, or cargo nets to tightly secure all bags,
tools, and equipment.

Distribute weight evenly to avoid unbalanced loads that can cause tipping or
loss of control.

Cover loose materials with tarps to prevent spills and debris from flying onto
the road.

Check your load before starting your trip and after any stops to make sure
nothing has loosened.

Drive Defensively and Minimize Distractions

Keep your focus on driving by avoiding common distractions like phone use, eating, or
adjusting the radio. Stay alert to changing road conditions and the behavior of other
drivers. Maintain a safe following distance so you have enough time to react if
something unexpected happens ahead. Use your mirrors regularly to keep an eye on your
load and nearby traffic.

Manage Your Time and Avoid Fatigue

Rushing or driving while tired greatly increases your risk of accidents. Plan your
route to allow plenty of time for deliveries without hurrying. Take breaks when you
feel fatigued—even short rests can boost your alertness. Avoid driving long stretches
without rest, especially if you are carrying heavy or bulky loads that require extra
care.

Prepare for Weather and Road Conditions

Bad weather can quickly turn a routine drive into a dangerous one. Slow down on wet,
icy, or uneven roads to maintain control. Use headlights when visibility is low, and
be extra cautious on turns and stops. Remember that stopping distances increase when
roads are slick, so allow for extra space between vehicles.

Maintain Your Vehicle

Routine vehicle maintenance is essential for safe driving. Check tire pressure and
tread depth regularly to ensure good traction. Test your brakes and all signals
before each shift. Make sure tailgates, toolboxes, and load covers are secure and in
good working order to prevent load shifts and accidents.

Example: If you notice your load shifting or hear unusual noises during transit, find
a safe place to pull over immediately. Inspect the load and secure it again before
continuing. Ignoring this could lead to spilled materials or loss of vehicle control,
risking your safety and others’ on the road.



FINAL WORD

Safe driving is about more than just getting from point A to B—-it’s about protecting
yourself, your load, and everyone else on the road. Taking time to secure your
materials, stay focused, and respect traffic rules keeps you safe and helps your

deliveries go smoothly every day.




