
Scaffold Tower Safety Meeting Kit

WHAT’S AT STAKE
Working with scaffold towers. It’s not just about getting the job done; it’s about
making sure everyone goes home safe. The biggest concern is always the serious risk
of falls, which can lead to severe injuries or even fatalities for anyone working on
or around them. If safety isn’t the top priority, it can cause major delays and mess
up the whole project, costing time and money.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
Let’s talk about what makes scaffold towers potentially dangerous if we’re not
careful.

Falls from Height: This remains the most critical danger. Falls can occur from any
level of the scaffold due to missing or inadequate guardrails, unsecured platforms,
improper ladder use for access, or workers not using personal fall arrest systems
correctly. The higher the fall, the greater the potential for severe injury or
fatality.

Scaffold Collapse: A catastrophic event, a scaffold collapse can result in multiple
injuries or deaths. Overloading the scaffold beyond its weight capacity, using
damaged or incompatible components, improper assembly or dismantling, unstable ground
conditions or inadequate foundations, and impacts from vehicles or equipment can all
lead to structural failure.

Falling Objects: Tools, equipment, debris, or materials dropped from a scaffold can
strike workers below or even members of the public, causing serious head injuries or
other trauma. Proper toe boards, debris netting, and secure storage of materials on
the scaffold are essential to prevent this.

Electrical Hazards: Contact with overhead power lines or improperly used electrical
tools on the scaffold can lead to electrocution. Maintaining safe distances from
power lines and ensuring proper grounding and insulation of electrical equipment are
crucial.

Environmental Factors: Weather conditions such as high winds can destabilize
scaffolds, making them unsafe to work on. Ice or snow can create slippery surfaces,
increasing the risk of falls. Extreme temperatures can also affect worker performance
and safety.

Lack of Training and Competence: Workers who are not properly trained in scaffold
erection, dismantling, inspection, and safe use are at a significantly higher risk of
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causing or being involved in an accident. Competent supervision and regular safety
briefings are essential.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
Before You Even Step On:

Only use scaffolds if you’ve been properly trained on how to work on them
safely. This includes knowing how to inspect them, what the weight limits are,
and how to use fall protection.
Before each shift, take a good look at the scaffold. Are all the parts there? Is
it put together correctly? Are there any signs of damage like rust, bends, or
cracks? If anything looks unsafe, don’t go on it and report it immediately.
Always use the required personal protective equipment (PPE), such as a hard hat,
safety glasses, and sturdy work boots. If required, use a safety harness and
lanyard properly attached to a secure anchor point.

While You’re On the Scaffold:

Keep it clean and clear: Don’t let tools, materials, or debris pile up. They can
be tripping hazards or fall off and hit someone below.
Don’t overload it: Know the weight limit of the scaffold and don’t exceed it.
This includes you, your tools, and your materials.
Use guardrails and toe boards: Make sure guardrails are in place and secure to
prevent falls. Toe boards will help stop tools and materials from rolling off
the edge.
Be aware of your surroundings: Watch out for other workers, overhead power
lines, and any changes in weather conditions. If it gets too windy or icy, you
shouldn’t be on the scaffold.
Climb safely: Use ladders or designated access points to get on and off the
scaffold. Don’t climb on the frame itself.
Secure your tools: Use tool lanyards to prevent your tools from falling and
potentially injuring someone.

If You’re Working Below:

Even if you’re working on the ground near a scaffold, it’s crucial to stay aware of
what’s happening above you and make sure to never walk directly underneath where work
is being done. Always wear your required Personal Protective Equipment (PPE),
especially a hard hat, to protect yourself from any falling objects. Finally, pay
close attention to and obey any warning signs or barriers that have been set up
around the scaffold to indicate potential hazards.

FINAL WORD
So, the key takeaway with scaffold towers is that safety isn’t just a suggestion,
it’s something we all have to be on board with. When everyone makes safety a habit,
that’s how we make sure accidents don’t happen and everyone heads home safe and
sound.

 

 

 


