Spill and Leak Management — Schools Stats
and Facts

FACTS

1.

Inadequate Spill Response Training: Many school staff and students lack training
on proper spill response protocols, leading to delayed or unsafe handling of
chemical or biological spills, increasing health and safety risks.

. Improper Spill Containment: Failure to use appropriate spill kits or absorbent

materials (e.g., socks, pads) can allow spills to spread, creating slip hazards
or environmental contamination in schools.

. Hazardous Chemical Spills: Spills of flammable, corrosive, or toxic chemicals in

science labs or maintenance areas pose risks of burns, respiratory issues, or
fires if not promptly contained and cleaned.

. Lack of Spill Kits: Insufficient or inaccessible spill response kits in

classrooms, labs, or custodial areas hinder timely management of spills,
exacerbating potential injuries or damage.

. Poor Ventilation Practices: Inadequate ventilation during spill cleanup,

especially for volatile chemicals, can lead to inhalation hazards for students
and staff, causing dizziness or respiratory irritation.

. Delayed Reporting: Failure to report spills immediately to school authorities or

local agencies delays professional response, increasing risks of exposure or
environmental harm.

STATS

A 2020 Journal of School Nursing study found that 10% of school laboratory
incidents involved chemical spills, with 60% attributed to inadequate staff
training on spill response protocols.

WorkSafeBC reported in 2022 that 15% of school staff injuries in British
Columbia were linked to hazardous material exposures, including chemical spills,
often due to improper containment or cleanup.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) noted in 2021 that 20%
of school safety violations during inspections involved improper storage or
handling of chemicals, contributing to spill risks.

The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) stated in 2023
that schools with spill response plans and accessible spill kits reduced
chemical exposure incidents by up to 30%.

A 2021 Statistics Canada survey found that 18% of school science teachers
reported at least one chemical spill incident annually, with delayed reporting
cited as a common issue.

A 2023 report from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) noted that 15% of
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schools inspected for hazardous materials compliance had deficiencies in spill
response preparedness, such as missing spill kits or untrained staff.



