Why Reporting Workplace Incidents Matters
Meeting Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

Understanding why reporting workplace incidents truly matters is vital, and it goes
far beyond just filling out paperwork. When an incident, no matter how small, goes
unreported, it means that valuable information about potential hazards or flaws in
our safety procedures is lost. This can leave the same unsafe condition or dangerous
practice unaddressed, setting the stage for repeat incidents that could be far more
serious, potentially leading to severe injuries, significant property damage, or even
fatalities.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

When incidents at work don’t get reported, the real danger isn’t just about what
happened right then. It’'s about how those unmentioned problems secretly stick around
and can get worse, putting everyone at risk.

Recurring Incidents and Escalation

One of the quickest ways things can go wrong if we don’'t report is that the same
problems just keep happening, and they can easily get much worse. A near-miss, or
even a small bump, if not reported, means we never figure out why it happened. That
means the same unsafe situation is likely to pop up again, potentially turning into a
serious injury or worse. We miss our chance to learn from those small warnings.

Obscured Hazards and Lack of Prevention

Another big danger is that unreported incidents hide risks, making it impossible to
truly prevent future issues. When things are kept quiet, important details about
unsafe spots or unclear rules never reach those who can fix them. This lack of
information stops our safety teams from spotting bigger problems, figuring out what
went wrong, or making our safety rules better. So, the workplace stays riskier.

Legal and Financial Consequences

And then there are the real-world legal and money troubles that can pop up if we keep
missing incidents. Not reporting means we could end up breaking safety rules, leading
to big fines. If someone gets seriously hurt because an earlier, unreported issue
wasn’'t fixed, the company could face expensive lawsuits and higher insurance bills.
Avoiding paperwork upfront isn’t worth those huge long-term problems.
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HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

To protect yourself and everyone around you when it comes to workplace incidents, the
most powerful action you can take is to actively participate in reporting. Your
vigilance and willingness to speak up are crucial for preventing future harm and
building a truly safe environment.

Understand What to Report

First off, it’'s vital to clearly understand what constitutes a reportable incident.
This isn’t just about injuries; it includes near-misses — those ‘close calls’ where
something almost went wrong but nobody got hurt. It also covers property damage,
equipment malfunctions, or any unsafe condition or practice that you observe. If
something unusual or potentially risky happens, even if it seems minor or you think
someone else might report it, it’s generally worth bringing to light.

Know the Reporting Procedure

To protect yourself effectively, you need to know exactly how to report an incident.
Familiarize yourself with your workplace’s specific reporting procedure. This might
involve filling out a form, notifying your supervisor, using a digital system, or
contacting the safety department directly. Don’t wait until something happens to
learn the steps; understand them beforehand so you can act quickly and correctly when
needed.

Provide Accurate and Detailed Information

This is crucial. When you make your report, try to include as much specific and
factual information as possible, such as:

e Date and Time of Incident: Precisely when did it occur?

e Exact Location: Where did it happen? Be specific (e.g., “north side of machine
#3 in Room 201,” “main hallway near cafeteria entrance”).

e Description of What Happened: A clear, concise account of the event. What were
you doing? What went wrong? (e.g., “Slipped on liquid spill,” “Hand got caught
in conveyor belt,” “Strong chemical odor detected”).

¢ People Involved: Who was directly affected (injured, ill, involved in the near-
miss)? Who witnessed the incident? Include names and contact information if

possible.

e Nature of Injury/Damage (if any): Describe any injuries (e.g., “minor cut to
finger,” “sprained ankle,” “headache”) or property damage (e.g., “scratched
machine panel,” “broken pipe”).

e Immediate Actions Taken: What did you or others do immediately after the
incident? (e.g., “Applied first aid,” “Shut down the machine,” “Secured the
area”).

e Contributing Factors/Observations: What do you think might have caused or
contributed to the incident? (e.g., “wet floor,” “missing guard,” “unclear
instruction,” “equipment malfunction,” “poor lighting”).

FINAL WORD

When an incident occurs, protecting yourself and others means reporting it as soon as
safely possible. Delays can lead to crucial details being forgotten, evidence being
lost, or the hazard remaining unaddressed for longer.




